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Unit Ten: Owning a Vehicle



Objectives 

 Students will be able to describe how to legally register and maintain 
registration of a vehicle in Maryland. 

 Including VEIP
 Insurance
Tags and Title responsibilities

 Students will complete final exam. 



What is a vehicle inspection?  

 When you buy a used vehicle, you must have your vehicle inspected. 
 Must be inspected by a licensed Maryland inspection station.
 Automobile dealer, service station or specialized automobile service center can all be licensed 

as Maryland inspection stations. 
 Certificate is valid for 90 days. 
 Make sure the correct vehicle identification number (VIN) 



When do I not need to get my vehicle inspected? 

 When you buy a new vehicle. 

 After purchasing the vehicle, Maryland does not require annual 
inspections. 

You will need to keep your 
vehicle in good working order 
or risk receiving a citation 
from law enforcement 



Safety Equipment Repair Order 

If you are stopped by law 
enforcement, you may receive a 
S.E.R.O if
• Any of your lights are not 

functioning properly
• Any of  your glass is broken or 

cracked
• If your safety belt is not operating  

correctly
• Your windows are overly tinted 



Safety Equipment Repair Order 

What will I need to do? 

 If you receive a S.E.R.O., you will have 10 days to fix any problem

 If the problems is not fixed within 30 days, your registration may be 
suspended.

 For detailed information about SERO’s, please go to mva.maryland.gov 



Insurance

All Maryland vehicles MUST be insured at ALL 
times. 
What is insurance? 
It covers financial losses to you or to another person when 

you are in a crash. 
What do those three numbers mean? 

• $ 30,000 for bodily injury
• $ 60,000 for 2 or more people
• $ 15,000 property damage

Please remember that these 
are MINIMUM levels of 
coverage.  You can always buy 
more.  Consult an insurance 
company or the Maryland 
Insurance Commission for 
more information. 



Can I drive without insurance? 

 Insurance is required by Maryland Law 
 $ 150 fine for first 30 days and $7 for each additional day, up to an annual 

maximum of $2500 per vehicle.

 Your registration will be suspended if you do not have insurance

 If you drive with a suspended registration, your vehicle may be impounded 
and you may be ticketed and/or fined.


 You should always have proof of insurance in your vehicle when you are 

driving.  



Titles and 
Registration

 Step One: Registration 
 What is registration? 
Registering your vehicle shows that you are 

the owner 
 Verifies that you have insurance
 Verifies that all legal requirements have been 

met
 Two part document:  your license plate and 

your vehicle registration.



Titles and Registration 

 Step Two: Renewing my registration
 You will need to renew your registration every two years
 It can be done at mva.maryland.gov  or one of the MVA kiosks. 
 Price will vary depending on the size, type, and age of your vehicle. 
 You will not need to bring proof of insurance.  



Titles and Registration
 Step One:  Title

What is a title? 
 Official proof of ownership of a vehicle
 Also states mileage of vehicle when the title is 

issued
 Is an official legal document
 Should be stored safely but not in your vehicle

How do I get a title? 
 Any time you purchase a vehicle, you will 

receive a title from the seller. 
 After purchase, you will need to get a new 

title showing your ownership from the MVA

For additional information, go to www.mva.Maryland.gov



What is VEIP?  

 Program to 
insurance the health 
of our air, water, and 
soil 

 Requires that most 
registered Maryland 
vehicles be tested 
every two years 

 Tests your vehicle 
emissions to make 
sure you are not 
sending clouds of 
pollutants into the 
air. 



VEIP Notification

 You will receive a letter like 
this.

 It will have a date  when 
your inspection is due. 

 Your vehicle information 

 Your information

 Information about where 
you can go to get your 
vehicle tested. 



VEIP: What if I forget? 

 If you need an extension, you can request one online at 
mva.Maryland.gov. 

 You may only get one extension. 

 There is no cost for an extension. 

 You may also go to a 24 hour self serve VEIP kiosk. 

For additional information, go to www.mva.Maryland.gov



You must have 
your registration 
and title 
information to 
complete this form. 

If you do not get 
your emissions 
tested, your 
registration may be 
suspended. 



Suspension

 What is I don’t renew my registration, get my emissions tested, keep auto 
insurance?  



What does suspension mean? 

 Suspension means that your vehicle tags are no longer valid.

 If you are stopped, you will receive a citation. 

 You may have to pay fines.

 Your vehicle may be impounded.

 You will have to fix any problems before driving further.  

DO NOT DRIVE WITH SUSPENDED TAGS FOR ANY REASON



Review of Unit Ten

 What do you need to drive a vehicle legally in Maryland? 
 What is VEIP? 
 What are the two parts to registration? 
 How do you renew your registration? 
 How frequently do I need to renew my vehicle 

registration and how much dos it cost? 
 What is the difference between a title and a registration? 
 How frequently do I need to get my vehicle inspected? 



Final Exam


